CHOOSING THE RIGHT COLLEGE

By Carl Klees

Choosing a college is one of the big decisions a student makes in life. Careful planning and thoughtful consideration can make this decision easier for you. Match Your Interests. Finding a college that matches your interests is an important factor in your choice. Several colleges, not just one, can offer you an opportunity to match your interests with those of other students. Choosing a college just because it’s popular or because your parents went there could result in the loss of time spent at a college that best suits your needs. Academic Programs. The offering of specific academic programs is one of the most important reasons for choosing a college. Some colleges specialize in particular majors while others offer a broad range of majors. Determine what your academic needs are in order to aid your decision. Size. Consider the size of the college when making your decision. Perhaps you like small classes where you know the professor and other classmates rather than classes held in lecture hall situations with hundreds of other students. Many people do better in small situations as opposed to large ones. Extracurricular Activities. The extra curricular offerings of a college deserve a special look. Consider whether the college offers activities that you enjoy whether these activities are available to people of your skill level. Also determine whether these activities will interfere with your class and study obligations. The activities offered outside the college in the surrounding community should also be considered. Financial Considerations. Cost, of course, is an important consideration in college choice. Public versus private school will impact costs as will attending school in state or out of state. Tuition for out of state students is double or triple the cost of in state students. Plan a Visit. Once you have narrowed the choice down to a few colleges, plan to visit the campus. A visit to the campus can give you a better picture of the college, the students, the community, and whether the overall picture suites you. The earlier you begin considering colleges, the more time you will have to visit them.
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